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We share the sense of relief felt by many with the prospect of the Coors Brewery site at last being 
redeveloped.   However, despite constructive engagement with CALA Homes over a long period, and the 
achievement of some very real improvements to the original plans, some serious issues remain, namely: 
    
1. Draymans Way Entrance and Riverside Walk.  We note the reason for the proposed CONDITION 25:  

to “ensure an attractive landscaped entrance into the development, in the interests of the character 
and appearance of the area”, but we do not believe that the published plans or the proposed 
revision achieve this.    Notwithstanding the technical difficulties, we would hope that the suggested 
condition will leave the door open for further research, in an effort to achieve a meaningful legacy 
along the lines we have proposed - not only for the benefit of Alton’s residents, but in adding real 
value for CALA Homes.    
 

2. Community Facility.   This matches that contained in EHDC’s 2016 Development Brief.  Since then, 
however, surveys of residents and consultations with stakeholders show quite clearly that the 
proposed ‘community hub’ does not match expectations, or indeed meet Objective 3a of the ANP.  In 
particular the size (400sqm), location (north-facing, on the ground floor of a 3-storey apartment 
block), layout and parking space, are not based on any proper audit of Alton’s community needs, and 
may prove to be unwanted.   

 
This situation could be avoided via a nascent “Alton Community Trust” which could operate all the 
major community facilities in Alton, to give a long-term co-ordinated and holistic approach to 
determining and delivering audited community needs.  Block F will not be ready for building until 
2022, giving time for reflection, research and the establishment of such a Trust, and thus a 
potentially better use of the investments by CALA (space) and EHDC (fit-out).  Consequently we 
propose a CONDITION that both CALA and EHDC have a 2022 option to change the use of the 
400sqm to residential in exchange for a pre-agreed sum to be deployed by the new Community 
Trust.   

 
3. Building for the Future.  A glaring omission from the officer’s report is any reference to climate 

change mitigation, or the imperative to move urgently towards Future Homes standards.  Whilst the 
report could not have anticipated last week’s government Ten Point Plan announcement, what is 
clear is that future legislation is likely to render many if not all of the 220 dwellings obsolete by the 
time they are built.  If prospective owners are not to be burdened with the huge costs and disruption 
involved in retro-fitting heat pumps, any planning approval must surely be CONDITIONAL on the 
possible need to redesign these dwellings to new carbon-neutral standards. 

 
 
 
David Simpkins,  Chairman 
24th November 2020 


